writing to convince 


others of your opinion. 
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Determine Your Purpose 


» Decide on your purpose: What will 
you convince the readers to believe or 
to do? 

» Pre-write to discover your purpose. 


» Your purpose determines your 
statement. 


- 


Remember Your Audience 


» Your topic will determine who your 
intended audience is. 

» Keep this audience in mind as you 
write. (You don't have to address them 
by name.) 

» Present your arguments in a way that 
will impress this audience. 


YO 


Opening Paragraph 
Capture Attention 


» Start with a hook! The first sentence in your essay 
should capture the attention of your reader. 


» Your attention-getter must relate to the topic in 
some way. 


>» Ways to capture attention: 
o Startling situation or statistic 
o Intriguing question 
>» Example: 
o Imagine opening your closet to find something to wear to 
school, and all you can find are khaki pants and white 


shirts. Does that sound like a nightmare? Well, for many 
hool students in America, it is a reality! 


Some Ways NOT to Begin 


» l am going to tell you about... 
» Once upon a time... 


» This is an essay about... 


» The assignment says | have to write 
about... 


> My first main idea is... 


- 


Opening Paragraph 
Clearly State Your Thesis 


» Thesis = a complete sentence that gives your 
opinion regarding the issue and what you 
think should be done. 

» A good thesis is short and clear. 

» The thesis is what the rest of your paper wil! 
prove. 


» Example: 


o In America's schools, students should not be forced 
to wear uniforms. 


Second Paragraph 
Topic Sentence 
» Begin the second paragraph with a 
topic sentence that clearly states your 
first main point. 
» Example: 
o First of all, students should not wear 
uniforms because they take away a 
student's sense of individuality. 


- 


Transition 


» Use as much transition words as you 
can so as to link your arguments. 
» Example: 

o Not only do uniforms take away 
individuality, they also prevent 
students from expressing 
themselves. 


- 
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> FIrstia 

» Furtherr 

- Another.. 

» Besides... 

» Although... 

» Consequently,... 
» Additionally,... 


ext... - However, 


» Finally, ... 


Third Paragraph 
Topic Sentence 


» The topic sentence that clearly states your 
second main point should either be at the 
very beginning of the paragraph or 
immediately after your transition statement. 

>» Example: 


o Teenagers are at an age where they are trying to 
establish their identity. 


- 


Third Paragraph 
Specific Supporting Examples 


» Support your topic sentence with specific (not general) 
examples and details. 


» Include explanations about how your examples support the 
topic sentence. 


» Address the opposing argument: Explain why it is wrong or 
why your idea is better. 


» Example: 


o By taking away a student's right to choose what to wear, we also 
take away the opportunity to express oneself. For example, if a 
young woman is very interested in becoming a fashion designer, 
she may begin to take home economics classes and train herself 
to make clothes and create patterns. She would definitely want to 
wear her own creations to school; this would allow her to show off 
her achievements and gauge her peers” responses to her newly 

reated clothes. However, if she were a student who was forced to 

forms, she would not be able to express herself in this 


Closing Paragraph 
Restate Your Thesis 


» Begin your final paragraph with a concluding 
phrase and then restate your thesis. 


» (Don't use exactly the same wording you did 
in the opening paragraph.) 
>» Example: 


o In conclusion, in our public schools, students 
should not be forced to wear uniforms. 


- 


Common Concluding Phrases 


» In conclusion.,... 

» As you can see,... 

>» To summarize,... 

» Itis clear that... 

> Obviously,... 

» For these reasons,... 
» As | said,... 

» Clearly,... 


DO 


Closing Paragraph 
Clincher: Powerful Closing 


» Conclude your paper with a powerful and 
memorable final sentence (clincher”). 

» You may refer back to the opening of your 
paper if you used a good example to 
capture attention. 

>» You may end with an intriguing question or 
a provocative idea. 

» Leave the reader thinking! 

» Example: 


o Letus keep color in our closets! Let us stand out 
d. America, don't lose your youth in a 


o Don't use phrases like these: 
«This essay is about... 


«| am going to tell you about... 


| am writing about... 

«This is where | talk about... 

«In this paragraph, | will write 
about... 


> In the last paragraph | wrote 


Remember!! 


>» Do not use blanket arguments such as: 
o The last time | checked, it was a free country! 
o Everybody is doing it. 
o Everybody knows... 
. Nobody wants... 


- 


